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Japanese Buildings Saved
from Wreckers.

BY JAMES O’'DONNELL BENNETT.

** Better tear them down,” said some
officials of the south park board as
they con-
plated a
shabby, ten-
antless
group of
buildings
that was
one of the
treasures
of the
W orld's
¥Falr of
1393,

“Bett e v
fear them
down. They
have ceased
1o be an as-
set, and
patching
and watch-
mar's pay have run into a lot of
money in forty years.”

‘'Wish they’d burn up some night,”
%aid others.

“Wait a minute! Wait a minute!”
exclaimed George T. Donoghue, su-
perintendent of the south parks. * Sen-
timentally and artistically this Japa-:
nese group is irreplaceable, - Let's see !
what can be done to save it.” :

The result was postponement of
orders to bring on the wrecking crew.
Negotizations with the Public Works
administration followed. That body
agrecd to finance restoration of the
architectural treasure to the amount:
of at least $22,000, the government
providing all the Jabor and the south
ypark board sharing hall the cost of
the material.

A
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N et s e

Inspiration for the Artisans,

Consequently a piece of work beau-
tiful in spirit and beautiful in execu-
tion is progressing on the serene
Wooded island in Jackson park. Sixty
American artisans are bending lov-
ingly to tha restoration of oriental
craftsmanship that excites their admi-
ration and that is teaching them val-
uable lessons about the enduring qual-
jties of work that is done on honor—
* work done for the work's sake,” as
Yinanuel Buchsbaum, one of the archi-
tects, put it

What barely escaped the wrecking
erew, and what long bas struck the
heedless passerby as only a pretty
k1l lcoking group of shacks, will by
1he first of June be one of the love-
Jirst snow places in all Chicagoland—
or in the United States, for the mat-
1er of that.

Nor will it be only a show place.
¥+ will be an art and gala center.
**What a setting,” said Supt. Don-
nzhue, *'this will be for some such
fite as an outdoor presentation of
* Madarn Butterfly '—or ‘ The Mikado,’
ir vou like. On the lagoons surround-
ing the Wooded island we plan to du-
plicate in midsummer the annual mid-
sommer festival in which the Japa-
neva send by night symbolic candles
floutiny down thea s«iwreams of their
countryside.

Practical Phases of the Plan.

“But we have our practical plans,
tno,  Without comumercializing the
place we wish to make the beautiful
o'd siructures in some measure sell-
suslaining so tbat never again can
they tall into disrepair or be at the
mercy of vandals. That may be ef-
fected by using them as tea houses
under a strictly regulated concesston.”

This restoration is one of the most
exhilarating jobs of the day. Alil the
workmen engaged on it are rejoicing
in it. The Japanese built so well that
many of their choicest effects in rich-
1y carved redwood, metal, and lacquer
have survived forty years of expo-
sure tn weather and vandalism, “Van-
dals,” said Mr, Donoghue, * did more
than 73 per cent of the damage. Our
severe winters and leakage caused by
the long lack of thorough repair ac-
count for the rest.”

‘Ihe three buildings, including their
connecting passageways, measure 200
feet from end to end and are forty
feet wide. ‘The principal structural
material is redwood and the Japanese
gelecterd it with snuch cave that theree is
no hnot in any piece of wood through-
out the buildings.

All the timbers

are mortised and

\

The picturesque Japanese buildings of the World's Fair of 1893, which have stood on Wooded island
in Jackson park for forty-one years, are being restored by the south park board with the aid of public

works administration funds.

tenoned with a nicety that delights
American workmen accustomed to
more slapdash methods of construc-
tion. When the buildings were re.
cently thrown open to the artisans
all the latticed doors moved smoothly
in their grooves after forty years, and

the cry went up from onlookers,
“Now, Isn't that honest workman.
ship!"”

“Yes,” said Mr. Wakali [pronounced
Wakiel, a visiting Japanese architect
who through the good offices of the
Japaness consul gave the restorers
valuabhle advice, “yes, it was work
done on the principle of ‘cost of labor
no object.””

And other Japanese travelers view-
ing the structures on the Wooded
Island said, * We don’t build this well
in Japan now, You have a treasure
from the hands of the old honor crafts.
men.”

Lacquer Time Has Not Harmed.

The precious iacquer work has come
undimmed and unchecked throush
four decades and still glistens like
black glass,

Ihe copper sheathing of the roofs
and much of the exterior ornamenta.
tion in copper have suffered severely.
They were made {roin plates too thin
for our climate., Stormy tore away
some of them. Vandals tore away
others. Enough ol them remain to
give the American craftsmen abun-
dant models from which to reconstruct
the ornamentation.

This phase of the work especially
interests the men and it is delizhtrul
to behold the care and inzenuity

which they bestow upon the cutting,
bending, and hammering of new cop-!

per in their fashioning of pieces that
duplicate the old hand wrought Japa-
nese¢ ornaments which blew away or
were stolen, From [(frazments
wood and from the bits of metal which
overlaid the wood our countrymen
are performing achievements in res.
toration that would deserve the
praise of the Japancse artisans of
forty years ago. The ncw work will
last much longer, for the Americans
are using sheet copper twice as thick
ayg the old plates.

The Japanese really bniit onlv for
tha perind of a world’s fair, alithough
as it turng ont they did far better
than that. “The restorers are going
them still better. "They have removed
the original brick piers which sus.
tained the structures and which were

of
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disintegrating, and have replaced them
with 150 piers of reinforced concrete.
Architects who are following the proj-
ect agree that, considering the sound
state of the original thmbers and the
added strength given the fabric as a
whole by the restoration, there is no
reason why these structures should
not be one of Chicago’s adornments
300 years hence. .

One change from the original ma-
terial. is being made. The Japanese
fitted the window frames with rice
paper. The Americans, for climatic
reasons, uve fitting them with glass.

Where Dean Kelley Comes In.

Nearly all the ceiling panels, which
were charming designs painted on
rice paper, were destroyed by leakage.
Enough of the nearly one hundred are
in such a state that it will be possible
to reproduce the deslgns. When that
work begins the south park authorities
and the PWA hope to enlist the aid of
Decan Charles I8, Kelley and his stu-
dents in the Art institute’s great
school of design. Already the insti
tute’'s DIlyerson library, a treasure
house of prints and data conecerning
hundreds of architectural master-
pleces, has given the restorers valu-
able assistance by providing them
with photographs and photostats of
the buildings as they appeared in the
golden days of the old Iuir,

The restoration s going forward
under the general direction of DMr.

tion that the PWA wishes to malin-

Donoghue. Mr, Buchsbaum s the tain.
building architect and Robert Moore, The buildings are duplicates of the
a pupil of the illustrious Jans Jensen, rfamous }ooden temple, sometimes

called the phoenix palace, at Niji, near
‘Toklio. They symboliz~ the sacred bird
of Japan and hence are full of re-
ligious significance. They were first
fabricated and erected in Japan ander
the direction and at the cost of the
government, They were taken down
and the joining of the various pleces
was carefully marked before they
were shipped to Chicawo fn 1891, With
them came 756 Japanese workimen, who
reérected the structures on the Wood-
ed Island, T'he job wias an eurly in-
stance of what we now call prefabri-
cation.

the landscape architect. Alfred Cald-
well is working out Mr. Moore’s de-
signs.

Gardens Where Cuscades Will Sing.

Those designs give the pruject its
supreme touch of beauty. T'hey will
carry an extensive scheme of Japa-
nesze gardens, emmbellished with cuas-
cades and bridges, from the bufldinus
to the shore line of the lagoon east
of them. In the far distunce a mas-
sive arched bridge of red stone closes
the picture, On the north the bulldings ‘
are sentineled by a grove of 500 Japa-
nese cherry trees, the gift of citizens
of Japan. Having been acclmated
for & yecar in Seattle, they have been
sct out here and are doing well.

The craftsmen cengaged on the res-
toration — and they make an .honor
rol—includa earpenters, metal work-
ers, painters and cement finishers. All
are Americans, lixpenditure rung S0
per cent for libor and 20 per cent for
material, which is precisely the alloea-
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