ASIA’S FIRST PARLIAMENT

SIR EDWIN ARNOLD DESCRIBES
THE STEP IN JAPAN.

EDUCATION FOR IT EXTENDING OVER A
QGARTER OF A CENTURY—CEREMONY

THAT ATTENDED THE DAY'S PRO-
CEEDINGS—SCENES AND INCIDENTS.

8ir Edwin Arnold, under date of Nov. 29,
writes from Tokio to the London Daily Tele-.
graph as follows on the birth of the first Par-
llament on Asiatio soil:

“I have just raturned from witnessing the
naost Interesting and lmportant speotacie in the
modern history of Japan. Ihave seen the birth
of 8 new Parliament, the flrst assembly of the
kind known to the continent of Agia, modeled
upon European systems, traditions, and prece-

dents, and meeting for its very firat visible em-
bodiment, with all constitutional forms and

ceromonijes, under the imperial patronage and
presence of the Mikado, lately a sovereign so re-
mmoved from mortal slght and spheres as to be

almost regarded as a deity, but to-day viewed
discharging the duties of a oconstitutional mon-

arch, with his Peers, his faithful Commons, and
his Ministers of State around him, Conceive
the prodigious import of such an occurrence!

“The immense event has not come at a bound,
for then we mizht justly regard it as precipitate
and doomed to failure. The Government and
the nation have heen educating themselves up
to this high point of progress ever since the
opening of the Meiji era, & quarter of a century
ago. Then, as you well know, the power of the
Shogunate fell; authority was stripped from
those proud and despotic lords who had kept
the Mikado In seclusion like a gllded idol. The
Emperor of Japan resumed the active, as well as
saored, authority descended from a long line of
ancestors, but fllched from them and him by
splendid usurpers of the pattern of those buried
like kings in S8hiba and Nikko. The last of the
SBhoguns resigned in 1867, and the first attempt
at a General Council was made after the im-
vperial oath of 1868 that Japan should have rep-
resentative institutions by oalling together
thrae Samurai from each elan. * * *

“Even now thers is a Parliament but no
Houses of Parliament, in the architectural

sense, for the ceremony of to-day was held In
an entirely provisional building, of no external

pretensions, and fltted up, interiorly, to be use-
ful rather than ornamental. Originally, the
Government contemplated the erection of some-
what ambitious structures for the Diet. This
project, however, was dismissed, lack of time
and desire to economize influencing the Govern-

ment to give the legislators only a temporary
home. The sum set aside for the work, $80,000,
necessitated that the structure should be of
wood, and explains the inornate nature of the
edifice standing on what was the Hibiya Parade
Ground. The estimate was later trebled, this
beingi rendered necessary by repeated changes
of plans and additions, the upshot be-
ing o plain, substantial edifice, in whioh
8 good Dbeginning may be made. The
tickets for admission to its ga.teways on this
momentous day were eagerly desired, but very
sparsely glven. It was a new and last proof of
the consideration which I have personally met
with from all quarters of Japsan, that [ should
have been allotted, without expeoting the
favor, a very good seat in the gallery of the cen-
tral hall.

*“ Under the clear, pale sky of the Japanese
Autumnal day-—oold, but brisk and invigorating
—Tokio had turned out1n ita tens of thousands
to ses the Emperor pass to the Hall of Legisla-
tion to declare the first Parllament opened, and
80 make good the imperial oath taken twenty-
one years ago, and since twice renewed. The
entire oity had been decorated for this great
day, after the Japanese manner, with Intermin-
abfe lines of the national banner, (& red sun on
a white ground,) and lines as interminable ot
paper lanterns, also red and white. Dense
throngs of citizens, with their wives and ohil-
dren, filled each side of the atreets throungh
which the imperial carriages would pass, and
blocked even the side thoroughfares to watch
the magnates and offioinls proceed to meet his
Imvyperial Majesty, for every road and alley was
gay with nodding plumes and glittering deco-
rations of the Shinnin, Ohokunin, and Sonin,
dashing along en grande tenue to the point of
interesst.

‘*Troops in brand-new uniforms kept the pas-
sageclear,or maroched along to theirstations with
blagts of bugles to keep tiwe, for the Japanese
regiments do not seem to use the drum. 7The
crowds were alert, excited, and sympathetic,
but orderly and gontle-tempered, although two
rather serious encounters took place with the
police, one at the gates of the Russian Legation
and one in the field set apart for jinrikishas. Of
course, this last-named vehicle was everywhera
in requisition, bowling along with twoe kuru-
maya—ni-nim-biki—and every oarriage and
horse in the capital had also been brought
out. But the immediate precincts of the leg-
1slative palace were sternly kept seocluded. At
certaln bridges and approaches the policemen,
In blue spectacles and with the sword, rigorously
kept back all not provided with the necessary
papers and tickets, and for the moat part the
uplifting of the steel scabbard across the path
of any on-rush was quite enough to stay any
over-eagzer sightseers. In one of the very few
street brawls occurr&ng in Tokio we saw the
other day two ninsoku fighuing with bale hooks,
blood streaming from the terrible wounds in-
fiicted.

* Presontly one turned and fled, pursued with
murderous intent by his antagonist, but a small

oliceman intorvened, held his sword across the
greast of the infuriated coolis, who i{nstantly
began to bow and bow and pant out explana-
tory courtesies, begging permission to annihi-
late his foe, but iustantlf cooling down when the
little officer, with equal or greater politeness,
insisted upon objecting to homleide under any
circumstances. This kindly, peaceful, well-tio-
haved crowd has lost the Summer color which
made the city so gay. It is almost as sombre
and sober as & London mob, in the fuyun no
Iimono, the * garments of Winter’; butthe faces
are alight with pleasure and pride-they under-
stand the 7ensht Sama does a grand thing for Dai
Nippon to-day. They have put a coping stone
on the swiitly-raised editice of their new civiliza-
tion: they, too, like the Western nations, will
possess a Parliament, a Constitution, debates,
reports, divisions, Ministries, /owt le tremblement
of Lhigh politics. Alas! these things menn
trouble as well as progress. Isigh as I reflect
that they will come some day to their Retorm
bills, their compound housebolder, their lodzer
franchise, and electlon addresses and have,
perhaps, their Irish question and their all-night
sittiuys !

*“ My two rikigsha men wheel me, with a su-
perb tinal effort, to the great entrance, which 1a
carpeted with orimson and thronged with gor-
geous official personages, dressed, as it seens,
priucipally in cloth of gold and golden chrysan-
themnums. These, however, are merely the chief
attendants of the legislative preeinots. It 1s but
to cast the gaze around to observe dignitaries of
the State, Shinnin, Chokunin, and S8onin, veteran
officers of the army and ravy, and court em-
ployes, arrayed even more magniilcently than
these guardians of the halls and passages of
Parliament. At the portal [ meet my excellent
friecd, Yamada Ban, seoretary to the Imperial
Household, whose companionship removes any
diticulties as to the proper staircase and the al-
lotted seat. Ainld a throng of gay uniforms and
dazzling decorations, settling into their places
like buttertlies in a flower garden, we reach the
Central Hall, and find a kind of opera box imme-
diately to the left of the throne and ralsed
above it,

** The usher mentions that 1t ia a little against
etiquette to sit higher than the Ewmperor—but,
shigata ga nai, it cannot be helped—and it
will be becoming if we keep somewhat in the
bavkground and abstaln from using opera
glasses. The hall is ample and commodious,
having a spacious, if plain, interior, painted
white, gray, and gold, with a gallery of hand-
gome Loxes ruaning round the back, and below
an amphitheatre containing six kusab: gata, or
wedge-shaped asctlons of gseats, each saction
having forty seats and desks. These confront a
raised platform, approached by two stairways
on either side of asemiciroulurrostram, angd be-
hind this rises the throne, a golden chair placed
on a dais, carpeted with gray and gold, the
throne belng canopied with heavy hangings of
orfinson brocaded silk orn+mented with chrys-
anthemums. The members’ seats are of
dark wood, upholstered in Dblack leather,
but for to-day both houses will be
present here, the FPeers upon the right
gide of the throne, the Commons on the
laft. Crowning its gold and erimson eanopy is a
representation of the ancient headdress of state
of the Mikados-~something resembling a Phry-
gian cap—and green silk cords mark -off aspace
on either hand where presently the Ministers
and Court ofticinls will respeotively take their
stand. The ocentral area of the hall is quite
empty as yet, but the gallery hoxes are tilled,
or filling, with such a blaze of gold coats, epau-
lets, burnished swords, and deocorations that
the glories of the Parliament ushers in embroid-
ered blue coats, red Lreeches, silk astockings,
and gold cbrysanthemum badges become paled.
Two of these approach the vacant throne with
low bows and place on eaoh side of it a pot ol
lighted senko, or incense sticks, that the nose of
majesty may be soothed.

“The King of the Loo-Choo Islands enters now
and surveys the scene, ‘Yhat one instantly
misses is the presance of the fairer sex. Not a
woman of high or low degree ia to be seen
about the premises: the chairs in the box of the
Empress are unused even, and an unfortunate
American literary lady, who came all the way
from New-Yorx to report the event, has been
denied so much as an approach to the preoincts,
In this respect the First Parliament of Japan ia
radly uncivilized; in all others there is nothin

o be found rault with in the aspeot of the hall
while his Iinperial Majesty 18 awaited, From
its roof hangs an imposing chandelier, gllded
g& t%%l%ged,,wi&h & é&la&y of gl_eo_tﬂ_o, lgmpla .
- A0q she terra-ootia Wallsy therich gray:and:gold::
GarDate o DT WIte gallerias, - pauels, and. |
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arches, with the splendid hue of the silk-draped
throne, make up a most piotorial scene, en-
riched by a brilliant audlence of diplomats,
army and navy officers, courtiers, and great
officlals eagerly expeotlng the entrance of the
Son of Heaven and his newly-enrolled coun-

ocllora.

“They oome! There s heard outside a fan-
fare of military music just as the clock strikes
11, and when this i{s ended the band in the
Parliament courtyard strikes up the plaintive

- strains of the national anthem of Japan The

Emperor has reached the building and reposes
awhile in the State apartment—nineteen tsubo
large—whiie the Peers and Commons enter and
take their places. The Peers of Dai Nippon are
led to thelr seats by Count Ito, all wearing their
ooats of honor—deep blue, heavily embrofdered
with gold—and with the imperial kikn. Itis an
effeot as of the plumage of pheasants, or a great
Jeweler’'s display of gold and diamonds on dark
velvet, when these Japanese Marquises, Counts,
and Viscounts saettle into their alde of the
amphitheatre. Then follow the faithtul Com-
mons, all to a man In evening ocostume of the
strictest propriety, with high &ilk or opera hata.
These are marshaled to thelr places by Mr.
Nakashima, the newly-eleoted Bpeaker of the
lower house, a gentleman of distinguished ap-
earance and bearing, who takes his stand below
be platform in front of the Commons a3 Count
Ito posts himself in frout of the Japaness Lords.
~* But the Lord High Ohamberisin, the Mar-
quis Tokudalji, has by this timie informed his
Imperial Majesty that all is ready, and, ocon-
ducted by that great official and the other Court
dignitaries, the Mikado enters through the right
door of the elevated plattorm. At his side, but
& little Lehind, walk the Princes of the blood,
iPrinoe Komatsu wearing his Grand Croas of
he Bath,) and immediately before his Majest
paces a grandee oarrying a copy of the Constl-
tution wrapped up In green silk powdered with
gold chrysanthemums, The Ministers have
taken their places on the left of the throne—
therse Is Ya.maﬁata the soldierly; Count Baigo,
best of kindly hosts and companions; Viscount
Aoki, a atatesman of the first ability and
resource: Mr. Mutsu of the Department
of Commerce, with many others whom it
is a delight as well as a distinetlon to
number as friends. To the right of his mperial
Majesty stand the great otlicers of state, and at
this junoture, as the Emperor stands before the
throne, all in the assembly bow profoundly. Ito
and Nakashima keep their places at the head of
the two wedge-shaped phalanxes of gold and
black—the Ministers, the naval and military
oflicers. Every person present is reverentially
attentive—Iit is the moment of the birth of the
First Aslatic Parliamment. Count Yamagsata

| hands to the Mikado, with deep obelsanoae, the
- 8peech, written in Hiragana, and, with clear,
- decisive tohes—not free, however, from the half
. aln%-song of altJapaness readers, the sovereign

g! al-Nippon delivers the epoch-making sen-
ances.

**The Emperor is dressed in the uniform of a
Generaliasimo of the army, and wears the broad
red Dai-gusho ribbon of the Order of the Rising
SBun as his principal decoration. Tall, in com-
parison with most of his subjects, having
strongly-marked features, watehful dark eves,
a slight beard and mustache, and manners at
once gracious yet immperturbably reserved, the
Mikado looks as different from the pictures of
his imperial ancestors as the spirit coverning
the prooceedings of to-day differs from the an-,
olent Japanese motions. But truly here, if:ever
any where in the world,

** *The old order changeth, giving place to new.’

“ Observe among these gilded peers one near
to Count I'to, wearing his black bair tied with a
white string into a top-knot, after the antique
fashion of the Dasmio and Samarai. At the end
of the same bench sits his elder brother—bald,
or else he, too, would wear the mage, for that is
Shimazu B8aburo, of the proud Satsuma eclan,
and it was a retainer of that powerful house
who cut down Mr. Richardson and his English
friends at Kanagawa because they dared to
cross the pathway of a Japanese Prince. Now
all that is left of those turbulent times is
S8himazu’s top-knot. It {8 another Japan you
behold, with everything changed except its
population and their delightful Old World
ways. The hundred and one guns thun-
dering without —as Count Ito receives
the speech from the Mikado and retires
to his place svith it—are fired over the grave of
Dal-Nippon. A new Japan is definitely born—
constitutional, progressive, energetic, resource-
Tul, sure to become great, and perhaps destined
to becowne almost agaln as happy as she was of
yore. Let the nations of the West receive and
welcome as she deserves this immeasurably an-
cient empire, which thus renews her youth in
the tountain of constitutional liberties and in-
stitutions. With one slight inclipation of his
august head, the Mikado saluted the vast assem-
bly bending low hefore him, and Japan had en-
tered onthe list of lands governed by an electoral
régime as his Imperial Majesty passed through
a guard of Lanocers to his equipage!”
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